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rHK SITUATION.
The news fr m the Southwest s important and

exciting. It wa rumored at Huntsville. Ala., on

Saturday, that General Sherman met the rebel
General Diabop Polk near Br.indon, had a fight
with hi n, beat him, and took twelve thousand

prisonerThe detail time not reached us.

Official in ormation (rom General Dodge to
General Logan's ln-adquart re yesterday, htates
that rebels, supposed to be Gener il Roddy's com¬

mand attempted to cro»> the Tennessee river at
three different ferries, but were driven bactf by
General Dodge, with a very slight loss on hiB side.
General Meade had a consultation with the Pre-

bident on Saturday, relative to the re-organiza¬
tion of the Potomac Army, and returned by spe¬
cial train yesterday to his headquarters.
The rebels are said to be preparing to make ad¬

vance movements in the spring upon our army in
Virginia, with a riew to drive them back to Wash¬
ington, and. if possible, to force them to another
battle on the old Bull run field. This measure

Is said to be pressed npon General Lee by the
authorities at Richmond, in order to relieve the
despondency existing there.

It is stated by rebel deserters that the want of
forage is so great as to necessitate the disbanding
4>f General Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry uatil the 17th
of March, when they hope to obtain grass to bus-

tain their horsed.

The^favy Department ban received information
that the work upon the rebel iron-clads bag been

temporarily suspended.
Deserters continue to come into General Kelley's

lines. It is atated that since the 16th ultimo
nearly two thousand of them have found refuge
with the Union army. The scouts are capturing
guerilla* every day. Major Cole, commanding a

battalion of the Pirst Maryland cavalry, had a

.kirmish on Saturday with a portion of Mosby's
command at Piedmont Station, in which he took
.eventeen prisoners and killed five and wounded a

large number of the enemy. His own loss was
two killed and two wounded. Mosby and his men
were taken by surprise. It appears that the

Major had just received a notice of bis

promotion to a lieutenant colonelcy, and he and
bis officers and a few sympathizing friends were

celebrating the occasion, as soldiers do now and

then, very jovially, when the putler's stores are In

good condition, and were no doubt making speech-
en in liquid measures, when Major Cole came down

npan them and grabbed seventeen of them. dressed
to their Sunday clotbes, in wliicb, like (ioldsmith'*
Koses preparing for the fair, they bad decked
Chens*Ives to do suitable honor to the festive
.cent. For ones, therefore a few captured reb^l
offioers wore found with good coats ou their back*
and untarnished gold lace on their shoulders.

MISCELLANEOUS JCEWB
The steamship Africa arrived at Halifax on

Saturday, and reached Boston last evening, with
European advices to the 7th instant. The news is
three days later. Its main points appeared in the
Hnbald yesterday morning and a fall telegraphic
report of the details is given in our columns to-day.
The very latest news from the theatre of war in

fichleswig-Holstein states that the Danes had
evacuated Bchleswig and their great defence work
of the Daanrwerk.

Cotton was firmer. Breadstuffs dull. Provisions
and produce were steady on the 6th inxtant.
Consols, for money, 90% a 90r' « on Hie 6th instant.

The National Steam Navigation Company's
.teamship Virginia, which left Liverpool on the
forenoon of the 2d and Queenatown on the 3d
dnst., arrived at thi* port yesterday after¬
noon. Her news and newspaper files have been
anticipated

The United States steam transport John Rice.
Captaia Braxton, arrived at this port yesterday
morning, in five days from Hilton He*d. She
|>rugs the Ninth and Eleventh Maine regiments
{veterans). There are four hundred and thirty
«aen of the Ninth, of which the following are the
eMoors..Colontl, Sabine Emery; Lieutenant
Colonel, /ina H. Robinson; Captains, Robert A.

glrej, Joseph Noble, Sylvester B. Tivy, Wm. A.
Narrows and Billings Brastow; Lieutenants, Levi,
II MrKenney, B*nf. V. Whitton. Josiah C. Bcal,
"Win L Hughes, .lame* It. Thompson and Jortiua
t>
The -Ka' .nji bal' '»P at an early hour yesterday

luormng. a'id long liffore noon n numerous throng
of visitors appe ire«1 on tiiS Park. Previous to
abut bonr the ice was n ejn client condition on
the upper |M>nd«. but not quite as good on
the lowei lakr. Tk» southerly wind and the warm
nun, however, soon had their efTe« t upon the frozen
. irfaoe, and It b* am« soft aud porous. In the
nftornoon the crowd inoreased to such numbers
pa to render the ice unsafe, and it therefore be*
came nerossary to lower the ball and clear the
poods long before the usual hour. The number of
Motors to the Psrk before dusk was estimated at
fcotwooa eighty and ninety thousand. The drive
was also very lively with vehicles during the after*

Professor Mattison, at his church in Forty-ninth
nftreot, last evening, roandly denounced all those
fare oppoaed to the clergymen's war

i# inaoosnt fin*tine of rafling at fairs
Aoatt £ m BWkk «<tUUOs

Rev. Wb. Alt in Rartlett delivered I di»
course at the Brooklyn Tabernacle laet evening on

the Sanitary Kair. After alluding to the vast bene¬
fits which would accrue to the Buffering soldier#
from this fair the reverend gentleman spoke of
the lottery business in connection with it. He
held that raffling was not right, but decried the
idea of briuging up the doctrine at this particular
time.

St. James' Roman Catholic church, situated in
JaniOH street, was reopened for public worship
yesterday. The church has been redecorated and
three new altars placed therein. There can be
nothing more beautiful than the interior decora¬
tions and arrangements of this edifice at present.
There is scarcely a church in the country that can

equal it in this respect. The services yesterday
consisted in high mass, at which Rev. Father
Brennan, the pastor, officiated. Very Dev. Father
Starrs, V. G., delivered an excellent discourse!
upon the occasion. There was Quite a large num-
ber of clergy presqpt.
The share market was feverish »4 unsettled Saturday,

and Uie stocks er all the New Verk ratiroads, wbiob ad¬
vanced to |Tiee ae rapidly during the pest week, «eek a
sudden torn, and sold a heir to two and* hair percent
lower thee en the pmimm day. Gold was Inactive,
with barely sufficient transactions te mark testations (

Government secarities were less firm, and (nK he pur-
chased a iractlon helow the highest prioes of Friday.
Money continued easy at tlx per cent.
The buoyant feeling caused by tbe European news

brought on Friday by tbe City of Manchester, was term:
nated by tbe receiptor tbe later advices brought by the
Africa and received on Raturday, and tbe influooce or the
intelligence by the rormer vessel was counteracted by that
or the latter; the markets accordingly were dull, and prices
or many articles ruled to favor or (be buyers. Import
ed merchandise, however, was generally firmly bold
On 'Change things wore somewhat mixed. Opera¬
tions in wbeat partook largely or the characteristics
at tbe stock and gold exchttngoa. Prioes went

up and down, snd then up again, upon the
strength or tbo conflicting news from Kurope
bf tbe steamer bere, and the one at Halifax.the market
Anally closing lc. a Jo above Saturday's 'Change prices.
Hour oponed lower, but finally closod at about previous
prices. Hog products were without decided change
Whiskey was firm, but not active. Freights were deci¬
dedly better, but rather quiet. American vessels are in
better favor, and command nearly as high ratos as

ISritisb vessels. Several packets ready to sail aro detain¬
ed for want or crews, and an advance or one hundred
dollars per man was naid on Saturday to complete a list.
Cotton was dull and heavy. Groceries were KOnerally
quiet, and without espoclai change. Petroleum was quiet
aud a shade lower.

Tike Pirildeney-l'ht Opportunity and
tlte Ticket for the People.

In the very beginning of the Presidential
agitation of 1864 we have the important fact
disclosed that, from the divisions and confu¬
sion prevailing in our regularly organized po¬
litical p rty camps, there is an inviting op¬
portunity for an independent election bj the
people.
The republican Presidential party of 1800

has ceased to exist. Its mission.the exclusion
of slavery from the Territories.was fulfilled
with Abraham Lincoln's election. South Caro¬
lina so understood and accepted the result in
defiantly seceding from the Union one month
afterwards, in pursuance of a preconcerted
programme for a Southern confederacy. The
whole thing bad been nicely contrived under
Mr. Buchanan's consenting administration, and
thus Mr. Lincoln and his party and the loyal
States, with the retirement of the imbecile Bu-
chanau, were.called upon to face a'fonnidable
Southern conspiracy, organized as an independ¬
ent confederacy, and armed, ready and eager
for war. The new administration, in behalf of
the integrity of the Union, accepted the issue of
war, and for a time all opposition in the loyal
States was hushed by the spontaneous and in-
dignant uprising of their people in the cause of
the Union. Thus from the great New York
war meeting in Union square in April, 1861,
in which even that now deluded peace man,
Fernando Wood, participated, down to the
autumn elections of 1862, there was hardly the
show in any of the loyal States of any serious
opposition to the administration.
But the extraordinary war measures adopted

in 1862, including the unconstitutional emanci¬
pation and confiscation acts of Congress, and
tbe sweeping and alarming arbitrary arrests and
imprisonments made under the secret orders
of tbe State Department and the War Office,
alarmed tbe conservative elements of the loyal
States; and next, the military blunders, fail¬
ures and disasters of the administration ral¬
lied these conservative elements into a power¬
ful opposition movement. Tbe general result
was a significant political reaction, involving
t!ie defeat of tbe administration In all the great
Central States from Now York to Illinois. The
Northern democracy in these elections, upon
their simple platform of tbe constitutional
rights of tbe people and a vigorous prosecu¬
tion of the war. had tbe wa/ to success in
1H64 clearly pointed out to them Bat tbcjr
factious peace leaders, Ruch as Vallantiigfou*.
t^e two Seymours, tbe two Woods arid the two
Brookscs, would not have it so, and dragged
their party after them into tbe dismal swamp
of peace with Jeff. Davis at any price, in which
they were completely cut to pieces and do*
molished as a party in tbe olections of 1863.
Thus broken up. routed and soattered to the

four winds, we find to-day tbe dislocated
fragments of the Northern democracy
and their conservative allies from tbe rump
of tbe old Know Nothing concern

In tbe hope, perhaps, that " something
may turn up' in tbe interval to their advan¬
tage. we next find a Democratic National
Convention appointed at Chicago for tbe 4th
of July. We presume, however, that tbe
"sbent-per-shent" administration of the effects
of the defunct party, following the invariable
matter of fact policy of the tribe, will call
this convention together on the "glorious
Fourth." only to knock it down to tbe highest
bidder, excepting Yallandigham who has been
declared inelligible for 1864 by tbe late deci¬
sion of the Supreme Court.
And how stands to-day the so-called repub¬

lican party? It has undergone so many trans¬
formations since 1860 that we cannot undertake
to conjecture in what shapo it will next appear.
It will suffice for the present that it is all adrift.
It is divided into three principal factions -the
Lincoln faction, tbe Chase faction and the
Fremont faction, und various little ollquee.
The Lincoln faction is working actively to
supersede a national convention; the Chase fac¬
tion. as will be seen by it* first campaign mani¬
festo, published to-day in another column,
is engineering to secure nnd control a con¬

vention; while the Fremont faction, of the out-
and-out German radicals, is organizing for the
specific purpose of defeating the nomination or

the election of both "Honest Old Abe1' and his
ambitious Secretary. Of course, from such a

state of things in tbe admlniftration and in the

opposition camps, we bare the prospect before
us of a demoralising, dangerous and revolu¬
tionary aerub race.a misfortune wblob it be¬
comes the duty of the people to wold by pro*
viding for a smooth, harmoaiouj and satisfac¬
tory election

JISl rSSfc tg be faUed'

We answer, by ibe simple process of an inde¬
pendent movement of the people upon an inde¬
pendent Presidential ticket But what ticket
can thus be carried triumphantly through*
We answer, that the independent ticket ol Gene¬
ral Grant far President and General Diz for
Vice President, and with the understanding
that General McCLellm ia identified with thU
ticket as our future General-in-Chief, will be a

satisfactory combination of popular men. Such
a ticket, upon the platform of the speedy and
complete suppression of the rebellion, retrench¬
ment and reform, and an amendment of the
constitution utterly abolishing slavery, will
sweep the field, East and West

Let the independent men of Uie country,
who desire a harmonious election and a strong
and capable administration for the crisis be'ore
us, proceed to put tiie'r heads togelher in be
half of this suggested ticket and platform, and
their strength wiUeooa be made manifest TV?

Ihtttiwnr Tke question of a-rail-1
road iaBrowiway has again.bee* brought be
fore this Ilegislature at Albany It bfa made ^
its annual visit there for the laat tan years, and
will no douht continue to make its annual ap-,
poaranee aa long as it Atrnishes a rich placer'
for the lobby, or until ft is finally settled For
several years it was dressed up by Weed,
Sharpe, Sweeny and other railroad patriots,
and paraded at the 8tate capital under
their nourishing care They managed on
two or three occasions to almost accom¬

plish their design and secure its passage
But as often as it was presented the property
holders on that great thoroughfare and the gen¬
eral sentiment of the city against it defeated the
project Finally Weed and his associates be¬
came tired of the contest and left the field, and
the scheme was next presented by some of the
wirepullers in the radical or Greeley faction,
and was more or less used in favor of the elec¬
tion^ Greeley to the United States Senate A
year ago it was once more disinterred by some
of its original supporters or well known lobby-
mea of this city with Law, the gridiron patriot,
as an associate. Under the pressure brought to
bear it received the sanction of both branches
of the Legislature, but the Governor very
wisely put his foot upon it, and thus prevented
its final consummation
The Ilariem Company has taken possession

of the project this winter, and, basing its
claim upon the action of the Common Council
last spring, now asks for the right to lay a rail¬
road in Broadway, and thus despoil that street.
Its introduction has. according to reports,
aroused the ^patriots of last year, and rumor
has it that they are preparing to move, bag
and baggage, to Albany to oppose the Harlem
Company, and probably to present a scheme of
their own for a Broadway railroad But behind
and above all this the old questions remain
unsettled.is a railroad in Broadway needed*
Is it a necessity* Will it not increase the diffi¬
culty instead of relieving that thoroughfare?
We have been unable to see anything to change
the position heretofore held by us that it is not
required, and that it will be injurious to Broad¬
way and its vast interests to operate a railroad
In it. The owners of property on that street we
knoy still entertain the same opinion If the
claim could be established that a railroad in that
street is a necessity aud would not operate dis¬
advantageous!y to the business of the street.
which it cannot.then the project of the Har¬
lem Company might be worthy of considera¬
tion, inasmuch as it divides some of the enor¬
mous revenue and gives a tax-ridden oitv some
benefit for this valuable franchise, whiob none

of the former schemes proposed to do.
We insist that one street shall be left free

from railfbad tracks for carriages and proces¬
sions to pass through. All the side streets are

now monopolized by railroads, either in opera¬
tion or in course of construction. Take Broad¬
way and there is none left Will the Legisla¬
ture please bear this In mind when they come
to vote on this measure'

Genkrai FrkmovtVh Glirevax ha .General
Fremont has written a letter to General
Schetick the Chairman of the Military Com¬
mittee of the House, which may he guarded,
we nuppose an a very significant document,
coming from an independent candidate for the
Presidency It is anything but friendly in its
tone towards tbe administration indeed, it is
a severe rebuke for harsh treatment at their
hands, which the General complains ot as «a-

just and offensive -first. fn retiring him from
active seme* against Lifa will for the apace of
sixteen months, next, in redr.eiag him to serve'
undrr Gen. Tope, which be pronounce" cm-i un¬

merited insult;'' and finally, in giving in import¬
ant command, which was expressly arranged
for him by the becrelarj of Wu» and approved
by the President during the la<t se <sion of Con¬
gress. to another officer General Fremont is
grievously offended at the-w slight', and he
take« tbe opportunity of telling tbe public so.

Tax Tbicxhtera ofthk. LwoniMTtT-K -Nearly
all tbe corrupt and selfish scheme* got up in
the Legislature, such as Broadway railroad*,
charters and tra:nfers of charters, commissions
to cut up and destroy the beautilul suburbs of
this city, and a host of other jobs, are instigated
by tbe politicians of Tammany and Mozart.
To carry out their plans they are not religiously
.crapulous about partisan affinities, provided
tbe spoils be fairly divided; aod they make
catspaws of tbe more verdant Solons and Ly-
curguses from the country districts to consum¬
mate their iniquity

It is right that that the rural members should
bo warned not to lend a hand to the success of
measures regarding affairs In tbe metropolis,
about which they know nothiug.measures for
the most part both mischievous and corrupt.
They should remember that the infamy of such
transactions attaches to the whole body of tbe
Legislature, while the profit goe< into the
pockets of tbe tricksters from this city

Bni.orxe i*p Evidf.mt..We have received a

copy of a circular, issued by the Navy De¬
partment to local inspectors of macbinory
for naval vessels, charging them to ba
more careful in future in relation to tbeir
several duties with the csu>triictors The
whole purpose of this document is t» en¬
able Mr. Welles and hit subordinates, when
charged before tbe Committee of Investigation
with a useless expenditure of the pubic money,
to show that tbey attempted to do what was

right in tbe premises Like the solitary prose¬
cution of a defaulting navy contractor the
other lay, it comas rather lat« to bolster up the
case of the department
Rats Dmbbtwo 4*aujno flows .The rebel

General Price has received a perpeUM ftt^-
jwgisatomfriss&t. . -

Gknkbal HoCi.bi.lam an» thk Animuni-
rion .General McClelland report has bow

been in the bands of the public for some daft,
and bait been verj extensively read by the
more intelligent portion or tbe people It bas

fully established tb.it soldier before the coun¬

try as the only person who at the outset of tbe
war fully appreciated the vastuess of the rebel-
liou and bud a clear comprehension of tbe
means by which it could be put down; and In
this way that report amply justifies the eclat
with which General McClellan is received
wherever be makes his appearance, especially
by the soldiers, and gives tbe lie to all the

uinlitrn statements rrnde against him by the ad¬
ministration and its supporter* Since the un¬

just and cruel removal of General McClellau
Iroin the command of the Army of tbe Poto¬
mac not a single movement has been made or

this side the Alleghany Mountaius tbat could
in any way tend to shorten tbe war or put
down tbe rebellion When the administration
threw awny ttos single soldier it seeaulto have
thrown away its whole power to injure the
enemy in tbe East Sustained alone by tbe
military advice of Uie Washington Directory,
the President bas carried on a contemptible
struggle, whose result bas been to impoverish
the country, but not to injure tbe enemy.
The administration interfered with the penin¬
sular campaign, and, by its withdrawal of sixty
thousand men from tbe number that had been
assigned as necessary to carry that campaign to
a successful issue, causod its failure The ad¬
ministration, by its suspension of General Mc-
Clcllitr in August, 1852, caused tbe successive
disasters of Pope's campaign. And the ad¬
ministration, by the removal of General Mc¬
Clellan in the fall of 1862, caused directly the
massacre at Fredericksburg, the greater mas

sacre at Chaueellorsville, the advance of Loe
into Pennsylvania, where the country was

saved by the stubborn qualities of our soliliors,
and Lee's eventual escape across the Potomac,
\"hicli tfave another year of existence to the re¬

bellion All this the administration bas done;
but it has not given an effective blow in the
East towards the destruction of the confederacy
since General McClellan was sacrificed to the
clamor of the radicals
Tub Natal Advi*ort Boaui>.'Theiproceed-

fngnot thin irresponsible tribunal, under whieli
so many officers of good standing wore do-
graded without being allowed an opportunity
of defending themselves, are about to undergo
a thorough overhauling. Under, a resolution"'
introduced by Mr. Scbenck, the whole of the
evidence, if any, taken before the Board is to
be laid before the House of Representatives.
When we state that this commission sat with
closod doors, krpt no record of their proceed¬
ings, and passed judgmont on more than seven

hundred officers, without allowing those whose
cases they decided adversely to be present or

to be heard by oounsel. the justice of a revi¬
sion of their decisions will be apparent. In
some instances We know for a fact that the re¬

cords of the Nary Department are entirety at
variance with the judgments of the Board,
there not being a single scratch of the pen
against the officers overslaughed. On an ap¬
peal to him, Mr. Lincoln referred back these
cases to th» Navy Department, with a recom¬
mendation that a fresh investigation should be
instituted. Tbe Secretary of the Navy, whilst
admitting the hardships, stated that he was

powerless to apply a remedy, as the act under
which tbe board was appointed left him no dis¬
cretion in the matter.
An appeal was then made to Congress, and a

bill was introduced providing for tbe relief bf
those officers who could make out their claims
to redress. It passed both houses unanimously;
hut when it went to Mr. Ltnooln for signature
he quietly pocketed it, assigning as a reason
'. that it would in effect be the establishing a
board to condemn the proceedings of a previous
board."

In a country like this such a motive for
quashing an appeal for redrew for alleged in¬
juries is not ror a moment to be admitted. Ac¬
cordingly the friends of the overslaughed offi¬
cers have taken steps to have the evidence on

which the Board has acted produced before
Coogress, in order that the country may decide
how far justice hai been consulted in their re¬

spective caee3.

Murk or thk Fnrrrs ok Tbkisox..Another
evidence of the eKtont to which secession ha"«
debauched its followers is to be found in tbe
statements recently made by Lieut. M. F.
Maury in the London press relative to what be
alleg*** to be forgeries by Northern journal*.
Mr. Maury was heretofore reported to be a

gentleman, and consequently a man of honor
and truthfulness; yet he stoops »o the publica¬
tion, over his own name, of charges which are

manifestly false for the purpose of bolstering
up the rebel cause. He states that lac similes
of Richmond papers in size, typf and advertise¬
ments have been got up in the North, and the
reading matter filled in of Northern manufacture,
and circulated as "Southern utterances" to de¬
ceive the world. It is strange that this discovery
was never made before. Again he says that tbe
published report of Mr. Mallory. the rebel Se.
cretary of the Navy, is a "take In," a "spurious
thing." and that no such document wa« ever

issued by him. Now Lieut. Maury must kftow
very well that this document is genuine, for it
appeared in the Richmond papers as part of tbe
official proceedings of the rebel Congress, and
its genuiueness was never questioned. But his
statements only show to what desperate straits
the -confederacy" is driven, and how far its
representatives have become depraved.

Tiik War in Schi.mwio..We publish this
morning . map exhibiting the territory em¬

braced in the scene of military opera¬
tions now being carried on by Abe allied
forces of Germany against the Danes. This
map is accompanied by an explanatory article
setting forth . the geographical position of
Schleswig and Holsteio, as well as the situa
tion of the points through which the invasion
of tbe duchies was completed, and the location
of Missunde and Buntorf, the towns assaulted
br the Austrians and Prussians on the '2d and
3d of Fefiruary. We have also traced the
oourse of the principal .rivers which bound and
run through the duchies. A description of the
great Danish bulwark of the Dannewerk Is
also given, the whole forming a valuable key
for the better understanding of the very im¬
portant military movements which may be re¬

ported from Europe from day to day.
The very latest news by the Africa states

that the Danes hal abandoned tbe Danne¬
werk. TbU requires, in our opinion, con¬

firmation, the act would be a virtual sub.
mission of the kingdom of Denmark to tbe
demani* of the German Diet, baoke4 u» by tfc^

NEWS FROM WMHIR8T0N.
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*BI >BBSIDINOT.TBI MANINOTO OK TUB IUASK
MBN-

lbe publication yesterday, by the ConUttutmnal t/mon,
of the circular of lbs Chase National Kxeoutive Commit
tee, aigned by .Senator Pouieroy aa chairman, has created
ft profound sensation iu political circles tor several
week* It Las beeu known to a favored fear tbat such aa

organ.zatio:i existed, but neither iU existence nor char,
actor was su peeled by those nit iu the secret until this
publication. The bold and unequivocal position of h<*
tlllty to Mr. Lincoln, and preference for Mr Chase, as

suaned.in tbis circular, have beeu the subject or much
comment. 'Ilio fact is known that thU document has
been extensively circulated among prominent republicans
iu all the States: aud tile high politioal reputation of tbo
mon by whom it was originated gives to it unusual
imparlance. It lira evidence that a very large number
of the loadetto e( Ibo republican party strongly cudor o
the argnmeuts of tbo IlaitAij* against tho 10 etecti >u of
Mr. l.iuoejii, and tbat the ^adioals tatted to concentrate
all available force upon Mr. Chaste as their candidate for
Me 1'reaidOBcy.

TOI 0OV«ltKXINT HiIt (.OAltUL BTC
MUtliM has keen called to lite snanifestftUou

of singularly increasing oaafideaoe in the gt»vnrm»enl
.gtreaented tor Ms regular decrn.» in the ntM;
«t which pubi c 1«ai bare boot sogotlited eioco
tbe oon>iPMC"OteM of the war The laat loan
negotiated by Mr. Buchanan, by the Isauo of two
year bonds, was negotiated at twelve per cent, all of
which debt, principal and Interest, bas since been paid in
ooln. The first loan effected by Mr. Ohaso was readily
taken at seven and three toutliH per cent, tbo next, the
fivo twenties, was groedily sought alter at six per cent.
The ten-forty bonds to be next issued will bear an in¬
terest of only flvo per cent; and ir a subsequent loan
should be needed the Seoretary of tbo Treasury inteuds
to oflfer only four por cent interest on it.
TUB KBUHG3 PREPARING FOR OPPBN31VB MOVBMKVT8
A prominent citizen of Virginia, recently arrived here

from Richmond, states that tho rebels arc preparing for
offonslvo movements oarly in tbo spring Au e(Iort will
be made to drive tbo Army of the Potomac back upon
Wasbiugton by demonstrations along the BlueRidgo.nnd if
possiblo to lorce a battle upon Ibo Gainesville and Hull
ruu fields. The authorities at Richmond demand this of
General l«e, in order to avert tho despondency and disin¬
tegration that must onnuo throughout the South in case
ol any further roireat Upon Richmond.bclioving au un¬

successful attempt for the capture of Washington prefer¬
able to disastor wbilo acting on tbo dofonsive

WORK fiUSl'RNDRD OH THK RftBIL 1R0N-CL AD8.
From informaliou in possession of the Navy Depart¬

ment it ftppears that the rebels have almost entirely
suspended work upon their iron-clads. Three at% com¬

pleted at Charleston and two are Iu process of construc¬
tion thoro. Tho scarcity of material, howovor, will do
lay tbeir completion several months. There is but one

iron-clad in lbs James rivor.tbo Richmond Two
are nearly complotod, hut their Runs have been
removed to the fortifications of Charleston No
hope- are ontortainMl by the rebels of making their iron¬
clads available at either of those points, and very little
attention is given tbem by the rebel government.

THE RR JBL OAVAI.BY StiPPKRINU FOR FJRAOB.
Rebel deserters sta'o tbat Filzhugb Lee's cavalry has

been disbanded until tbo 17th of March, in consequence
of toe scarcity of forage, aud that the rebel cavalry corps
is being scattered throughout tho, country in the roar of
liee's army for the purpose of procuring forage until
spring shall afford sufUcient grass for tho sustenance of
the animals
THK ttKOROANTZATrOW Of TUB ARMY OP TUB PO¬

TOMAC.
Genera! Mead* wan in Washington yesterday, consult,

¦ng witli the President relatlvo to the fwoposad rcorganl.
cation of tbe Army of tbe Potomac. He roturned to day
by apodal tram to tbe hoadquattors of tbo army. Tbe
trip from Washington to Brandy Station was made In two
bours and three minutes
TUB BOARC ITT Ol- 8BAKSN (N TlTtl WAV F ftNO TUB

RRMBDY.
There are at tbe proeont time fourtoon uavai vessels ail

ready lor sea, with *11 tbeir stores and officers on board,
but detatnod for the want of men
The Congressional delegation from California called upon

Secretary Wellea a low days since, to aee if an additional
naval force could not be aoat to tbe Pacific coast, where
there la great necessity. for an increase of tbe
force. They were informed that the Wateree waa
then lying at tbe Washington Mary Yard, and all ready
for aea, sad had been for some time nuder ordor* for tbo
Pacific; but she waa short one hundred men and could
not .leave in consequence Upon tbie Mr. Connesi intro¬
duced bis joint refutation authorizing tho transfer of men
from the military to the naval eervice, for tbe special
object of enabling veasels to be sent to the Pacific Tbe
resolution baa parsed both houses bat with aproviao that
such transfer should not be made from regiments below the
minimum number, which, under tbe construction of tbe
Secretary of War, virtually nullifies it. and be will not
consent that a man aball be transferred By an amend¬
ment to tbe enrolment law both aoamen and ordinary sea¬
men can be transferred. under regulations to be prescribed
by the President, and under tbe pressing necessity which
exists for recruits in the naval service, be will no doubt
at once proscribe such regulations
Tbe Department havo been compelled to retain in ser¬

vice for months after tboir time liaa expired sailors who
are entitled to and abould in justice have received their
discharge, but tbe exigencies of the service have beeu
such tbal it could not be given them During all this
time the lieparimeut have beou in receipt of hundreds of
applications from seamou w ho hare got into the military
service, and wlte desired to be trmahrerred to tbe nary;
but heretofore thfs could not be dnee. Tbe depleted
ranks (it (be bin » Jackets will pew probably be apeedfly
filled up, and the eHlcieacy of ttie nary very much iu-
created thereby.
DXATH or EK-SKPRRHCMTtTIFg nO0I,f(i«T. OF LO^fS-

U{li.
Kx Representative fleuligny, of rouiaiana, died hero

yesterday. Ha sternly refused to follow ibe atample of
hi* colleague* and the other secession members in with¬
drawing Tram the House during the luiriysixth Congress,
.ad served the full term for which be was elected

ARRIVAL OF OOT1RNMKMT FORAOI.
Tbe steamers Portland and Kingston, towing tweve

government bargea loaded with forage, for the aalety of
which some apprehensions were entertained, arrived here
last night. The Portland cut a new channel through ice
>lx inch' In thickness from Maryland Point to the wharf
in tbl« city.
IMPORTANT CIRCULAR FROM THK UNITED 8TATK.8 AT"
www .mui'a offiob.rmtoratiow of ^hi
PKOPKU'l y OF HKPKNTANT RERM.S, KTC.
The following circular baa been made puollc .

Wasiiimito*. Feb. ai, 1KG4
fir*.Many persons against whom criminal Indictment*,

or agkhiat whoeo pr<>(x>rty procovuiotfa under the Con lo¬
cation law* are (tending in the courts of the Vmtcd
Ktates, growing out oi the particljiatlon of auoh pawn*
In the existing rebellion, have in pood faith token the oath
prescribed by the proclamation of the Prealdent of the
8th of liecember, 18<H, and hare therefore on tilled them
¦elves to the full pardon r>nd restoration or all right* of
property, except as to slavss, and where Ibe right* of
third partte* have Intervened, which that proclamation
oflbrs and secure*. The President 's pardon of a poreon
guilty of act* of rebellion will or course relieve that por-
¦on from the penalties Incurred by his crime, and wnerean
indictment Ik pending against him therefor the' production
ol the pardon, signed by the President, or of satisfactory
evidence that ho has complied with the owoition- on
which the pardon is ottered, if be be not of the glass ex¬
cepted from Ihe benefits of the proc amation, will be a
sufficient reason for discontinuing such criminal proceed¬
ings and discharging him from custody therein. Nor I*
It lea* doubtful tint a Uona fide acceptance of the ternia
of the I'residont'a proclamation by persona guilty of acta
of rebellion, and not of the excepted class, will nscure to
such person a rostoration of all the rights or property,
except a* to slaves and where the right* of third
parties shali have intervened. nol»itb*t:inding such pro-
lierty may by reason of those f< is of rebellion have
been subset to oonflsi aiion under toe pro¬
vision* of the eonflpcatinn acts of Annual ft, IMlj
Chapter 60. and July 17. Itfll!, chapter 1»f>. lor. wit hoot
adverting to any other source ot power m the President
to re-tore tl'ese rights of property. the thirteenth ion
of the act of .Inly 17. 180.', autboii»es the Prealdent at
any time Iberealier, by proclamation, to extend to per
eon* who may have participated In the existitig rebellion
in any Mate or part thereoi, pardon and amnesty, with
auch exceptions, and at such time* »»d on such
conditions, aa he may deem expedient for the
public welfare. It will hardly i»e questioned, I sup
peee. that the purpoee of tlfia aeetn»n, Inseit
ed in a law mainly intended to ra*t h
the prif»erty ot parpOM engaged in rebellion was to vest

the Prealdent with foil power to relieve auoh perww* on

such condltl tut aa be abould prescribe from tbe penalty o(
loss of their property by coadscatloa. Although the
proceedings fbr condscatlon, under the acta of August 6,
IHttl, and July It, IMS. are <n rim agatast the property
seised, yet, under both acta, the «»¦ton
la the personal guilt of the owner In aldtog tbe rebellion.
bv the uardon aad amoaety aot only M the puuiahiaeot
of that pefaenaT gui't remitted, bat the offence Itaelf I*
VTm»-d that being the epeetel object of an act of amnesty
br the xoTaraaaeat oTowirae it arrests and pate la
u Md aStPMtf proceedings founded thereon,
whether iter lowafc Ik* person or the property of the of
fender tEr* », tfcenfore, as oaae oTjudicial prooeedZnZitlHV?^ aaaaiuaa of aole of rebelllw wblok
aM^MnaasMtflidoared fcy (fee esoatltutioaal #r elate.

wbetber4boee preoeedlngs be against Um iiiiii W Ik*
offeudor by ermilual indictoteai or again*! bis properlyunder the ooadxauxm acu rufirred 10. The |-imnMi
baa accordingly directed me to instruct you tbat in any
case where proceed tugs have been ooaaueneet
and are pending. and undetermined in ihe 4»
trict or circuit court* of Uie United State*
lor your district Ngaiust a person charged
with acu or rebellion aud not or the excepted claai,
whether ihey be by tudicMienl or seizure aad libel at
bin property ror confiscation, tbe rights o other parttee
not having intervened, you will discontinue aad put aa
ei>d to these proceedings wbouever the person so
churned shall produce evidence aa.tsfactory to yon
thut ho has Id good fatth takeu the oath and
complied witb the oonditious prescribed by toe Peat
dent's proclamation o' (be Hth of December, 1HH3. Nor
la it neoetntary tbat tbe evidenca lie prxtucsa stiojld be a
deed ol pardon signed by tlio rresideut. H would be
<iulte impoHsib e fur the ('resident to furnish Ihe muttl-
Hide wlio are n«w availing themselves of the benefits of
the proclamation, aad who are likely to do bo he etller.
With ibis fcrtnai evidonre or pardon It will be millicieet
to justi y your act>on if Hie party wkir.g to l>e relieved
from further proceedings shall prove to your full satisfae-
ti n tbat ho has in good lait-b taken the oath and brought
tiuiiaeli within the conditions of parduii and amnesty eet
luith to tbo proclamation. If in any case you have
g&od teason to boliave that tbe oath bss been takes tow
tbe mere purpose orqebtaioing tbe peeeesston of personal
property seised under tbe ConUacniion act, with talent te
remove it /rem lbs subsequent rearh of tbe officers af
tbe law, yot will nuke report or the facta and raiw
lor your toelef at this oflke botore ttmatisuhi the pro
feedinp) .( rextertag snob property t» tbe paaseHskNi «f
t«e owner. Vugittree ander tbe Blth seoUen of tbe act *
July |3,1881, chapter J, are uoi of tbe otans retched bf
tbe Prwlilein iwclaourtWfor voder tbat act tbe qoas-
tlon whether tbe vrope'ty seized is subject to forfeiture
da ends upon tbe pradtsagaeat of ;the property Itee*,
end not upon the personal guilt or Innocence of Its
owner, lu this respect forfeitures under that set
have more resemblance to oases of prizes of war, cap
turcd at aea, as enemy's property, than to proceedings un-
dor tbo act Of Augunt, 1861, and July, 1842. Such fer-
folluros are punished, not so much to punish tbe owner
for dinlov iU acts as to prohibit commercial intercourse
and we iken the public enemy, which are always efficient
instruments aud legitimate effects or public war. But al>
though tbe remiasion or forfeiture* under the act tt
July, 1881, are thus not wltbln the scope of tbe proclaaaa-
tiou of pardou, still ample power is conferred am
tho Secretary of tbe Treasury by the eighth
secttoa of iliat act lo mitigate or remit all forfeiture*
aud ponaltiea iucurred under the act. And It Is not
lo be doubted that tn all proper cases under tbat act,
where the owner or tbe pro;>erty residing in tbe territory
of reboliou complies witb tbo condition of tbe proclama¬
tion, tho Secretary of the Tretsur? will exe else the
power of remission of sucb ro leiture In the same spirit
of generous forbearance and liborality which inspire*
and characterizes tbe proclamation. Vory respectful
ly,&c., TITIAN J. (X>FFKY,

Acting Attorney General.

CorAnera' Inqueats,
Fatal Result ok a Stauui.no Affray..Richard Johnson,

the c>loied man who was stabbed In tbe back with a

sharp pointed pocket knife In the bands or John l<eok
with, also colored, while they were quarrelling In the
dance house of George Cornelius, No. 154 Church street,
early on the nioruing of the l!>tb inst., as previously re¬

ported In the Hkrali>, died late on Saturday evening, to
tbe New York Hospital. Both the parties were partially
Intoxicated «t the time o' the occurrence. They had
been staunch friends for tho last seventeon years and
lived together in fhompson street It is believed tbat
tbe uao of tbe knife on the part of Beckwitb was an im¬
pulsive act, and his friends assert that be hud no intoo-
tiou cf inking Johnson's life, or even doing him serious
injury. Beckwitb, whe was arrested at tbe time bjr
officer Williamson, of tbe Filth precinct. Is still in tho
Tombs. Coronor Naumann was notified and will bold ao
inquest over the remains of deceased to day. Tbe knlfa
used by tho prisoner has not been found.
Death ok a DoMrario from Bcrnh..Coroner Ranney heM

an inquest at 78 West Tbirty-tbird atreet on tbe body sC
Catharine Carey, an Irish woman, thirty-four years of
ago, whose death was the result of burns. Deceased was
a domestic in tho Nmlly of Mrs. Julia A. Sutherland,
and a row nights ago, while she was sitting by a hat
stove nursing u baby, ber clothes caught fire, and before
aid reached her her clothing waa nearly consumed; but,
atranso to siyt the child escaped unharmed. Tbe poor
womau died in twenty-four houra afterwards. Tbe jurf
rendered a verdict of "Death from burns accidentally ro-
oelved." ,

Fatally Burned wimji Intoxicated .On Saturday
evoning Margaret Keane, who lived at-438 Cherry street,
while partially Intoxicated ventured too near s bat
stove, thereby setting her dress on Are. She was terri¬
bly burned about her bead, face and body. The Thir¬
teenlb preciact police oonveyed ber to tho New York
Hospital, where ahe died soon afterwards. Corooer
Wildey hold an inquest oe tbe body, and tbe jury reo-
dered a verdict of "Accidental death." Deceased was
thirty-eight years of age and a native of Ireland.
A Child Fatai.lt Scalded..An Inquest waa held at

181 Lowia atreet by Corooer Wildey, on the body 4
Catharine Pflug, a cbild fifteen months old, who died
from the effects of scalds received on Thursday last Do-
ceased was sitting in a high chair at the table, near a Ink
of hot water, and during tbe absence of Mrs. Pflog fed
lnt» the tub. and waa there found by the mother on bar
return. Death ensued on Saturday.

Brooklyn City H«wi,
Obstruction ok a Tobacco Factoht bt Fina..Tbe tm-

ton&ive tobacco factory of Mr. Thomas Wataoo, situate*
in Sedgewlck street, betweea Van Bruat and Clintoa
stroeta, waa destroyed by Are on Saturday night. The
flames wero flrat discovered about a quarter paat elevea
o'clock, and every exertion waa made by tbe Fire Depart
¦lent lo aupprees them; but in coosequeece of a Iaria
amount or inflammable material which had beooeae
Ignited, it waa impossible to do more tnan save tbe
uoUbboring buildings As near aa can be asoertaiaei
tbe fire originated from a grate on the second floor. R Is
supposed that some live coals tell oat, and, sotting Ire to
Rome dried tobacco leaves which were scattered about,
tbe flames communioeted to a tier of twenty-
five barrels of New England rum, and theaee
soon spread so as to be beyond control. The
entlro building was gulled. The stock on baod,
togotber with m icblnery, is valued at $76,000. Aboot
$20,000 worth of tbe stock was damaged by Are asl
waier. 1 bo machinery was in the b teement, and very
littlo liyorod Tbe building is owned by Mr. Charles
Kelsey, 8en., whoso loss amounts to about $.'>,000. Titer*
nre some inaurauces on the building aud contents In New
York end Brooklyn offices, but not sufficient to oover tbe
losses sustained.
The lob ice.o manufactory of nuchansn k Co., adjoining,

was damaged t tbe extent of about $3,000 by water.
Chief Kug.ocar Cunningham, of tbe Brooklyn Hre De¬

partment, tell through a trap door, while engaged In fir-
Iuk orders, and -wat severely injured.
While proceeding to the fire Mr. F.lijab Bennett, re-

hiding at No. *vi» smith street, wa* run over by Knglo*
No T.on the corner of Court and Joralemoa atreela.
Hoik arms were broken snd hia skull Tree lured. He wse
in * piorari us condition last ovdblnf
Puksbai or Miutabt Hum .Yesterday sffteraeea tbe

remaluief Capt John Sullivan aad Lieut. John J. Irwin,
bntbof Ike Niueliotb regiment Now York Volunteers,
w ore conveyed from the Governor's Rues, In (be City
Hall, to their respective places or bd rial. The deeeeeet
wero forroerJy members of the Thirteenth regiment mtn
tia, and participated In the Arst three mWka cam-
pa<gt> in Maryland. On rolurnlng home tbey elded la
raising tbe Ninetieth regiment, and proceeded to Key
West. whore, e xtracting (overs, they died. The coffins
were of imhogany, enosed In boxes, dressed with black
cloth and omainenied with sliver. Kach bore e silver
plate, conUmlug tbe following ioscrlpllons. Tbst or Cap¬
tain Sullivan wi.b as follows:.
Csptsln .lolin Sullivan. Ninetieth regiment New York Vol¬

unteer*. <1 ed at Key West. Kla., Augont 16, 184:1. aged forty-
six j-e»r«.

I'pon Lieutenant Irwin's coffin was Inscribed the fol¬
lowing:.
Lieutenant John J. Irwin. Ninetieth regiment New Tortl

Volunteers, died at Key West, Kla., August SI, 1862, aged
23 years.
A cross of immortelle" was placed on the coffin of the

Captain, and a wreath of never fading flowers on that of
the Lieutenant. Tbe former wax conveyed to tbe Geeao-
tery of tbe Holy Cross, in Flatbush.and the latter to
Monnl Olivet Cemetery, In Newtown, Queens county.
The escorts consisted of one company of tbe Thirteenth

regiment aud one eompany of tbe Forty seventh regi¬
ment, both preceded by hands or music.
The fl.nr* oT the city Hall wore displayed at belt-meat la'

honor ol the deceased

The President and m Merderer.
TO TBI EDITOR Of TBI RIBALD.

On the 18tb of October last the Provost Marshal of
Williamsburg, Va., first lieutenant In tbe First New York
Mounted RlQes, and the son of one of our most reepecta¬
ble citizens, was deliberately and without provocatloa
shot dead whilst in the performance or his doty by oaa
ot bin guard, Patrick Bovle. an unmitigated villein eat
tbe worst fellow in the regiment. For this dreadful
crime Royle was tried by a court martial, and, aa there
waa not a single redeeming feature, ronnd guilty and sea-
lanced to be hanged. This sentence waa approved by
tie-i. Better, and every one expected it would at onee ha
enforced for tbe sake of discipline and as a terror to evlt-
d»ers To the surprise, however, of tbe regiment, aai
of every one who knew of the clrcumstaeces, President
Lincoln, for reasons altogether unaccountable, and, no far
aawccan Jedge,for causes uniustiflable, suspended this
wenteuce Mark Hie conseqaenoe* .Royle, [lending tbe
anspen<>ai| escaped to tne rebels from Fbrt Magrudsr,
whero.be wee <otiii'ir<l, una, I hoi o Is the best reasons for
believing, convoy e,l to the rebels the intended advance
aa Richmond.»aostng the failure or that well planned
expedition Hawaii simiic one would explain why the
I're tdant Interfered with the militarv law In this cane.
Without sueii explanation thn transaction Is outrageoue,
aod has be«o attendod with the timet lamentable ooaee-
queeoea. a frirno of justice.

Mailing of the North Aaaerlcaw.
PoitTusi), Me , fee. tl, 1M4

The steamship North American, for Liverpool via lorn-

douderry, sailed at eight o'clock this mornlog

Arrtvate eeil Departwros-
AWAITAhA.

Livrarooi .Stesmshljp Vts*is,lm«--C!api Mlnott Ward. Caps
R Ba tlnjton Alfr-,1 RliMjJr.lh-, Myena. gg.
rr it vnUd«ll. Arthur R©§«. vljrs A ROM,lum. a"* Marr OoBt^fioeMyphy,^.. jy-
<t.ll, KmIiio * 'ii< (..¦.Mr, llfMI LtDiiiltf.
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